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 Q.No  Value Points  Marks 

 4  Format-1, Content-2, Expression and Accuracy - 1  5 

 5  Format-1, Content-2, Expression and Accuracy - 1  5 

 6.i  Gaining victory with no survivors  1 

 ii  C. A moment of unity and peaceful reflection  1 

 iii  …a potential for change and renewal / a moment of pause and reflection / 
 an act of cleansing of their actions /embracing a peaceful existence/ the 
 possibility of transformation 

 1 

 iv  condemns  1 

 v  B. Both the assertion and the reason are true, but the reason is not the 
 correct explanation of the assertion. 

 1 

 vi  Global leaders and communities can work toward more sustainable and 
 peaceful solutions – Can be used to advocate for non-violent resolutions / 
 peace negotiations in contemporary conflicts / Can be used to promote 
 dialogue and understanding over aggression and warfare. 

 1 

 7.i  create a sense of approaching doom 
 use it as a tool to heighten the reader's curiosity and interest in the story 

 1 

 ii  D. Unease 
 [The use of this physical gesture indicates a sense of discomfort or 
 unease, and implies that the astrologers were reluctant to reveal the 
 prophecy. Humiliation or grief would be more strongly expressed in the 
 text if they were the emotions being conveyed. Disbelief is also not the 
 correct answer, as there is no indication that the astrologers doubted their 
 prediction.] 

 1 

 iii  bravery/ heroism / leadership [The astrologers are predicting that the child 
 born under this star will be a great warrior and a champion, implying that 
 the child will display exceptional courage and bravery in battle or in other 
 challenges. This also suggests that the child will be a leader and will 
 inspire others with their bravery and heroism. The use of these 
 superlative phrases further emphasizes the astrologers' admiration for 
 this trait and the importance they place on it in predicting the child's 
 future.] 

 1 

 iv  This is so because the word "fantastic" is usually associated with 
 something positive or exciting, while the word "demise" suggests 
 something negative or tragic. [In this context, the use of "fantastic" to 
 describe the Tiger King's death creates a contrast between the positive 
 connotation of the word and the negative reality of the situation] 

 1 

 8.i  To give voice to their hopes, dreams, and struggles in a way that is  1 
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 immediate and relatable 
 ▪ To add a sense of authenticity and realism to the story 
 ▪ To make the experience more engaging and memorable for the reader 

 ii  B. An opinion. 
 [The line "It is not lack of money but a tradition to stay barefoot" is an 
 opinion, since it is a subjective interpretation of the cultural practice of 
 walking barefoot. The author is expressing her belief (“explanation”), in 
 this extract] 

 1 

 iii  ▪ The boys are barefoot, which suggests that they may come from poor 
 or marginalized backgrounds and do not have access to proper footwear. 
 ▪ The phrase "an army of barefoot boys" implies that the boys are a 
 unified group, and that they have a sense of solidarity or shared identity. ▪ 
 The comparison to "morning birds" suggests that the boys are lively and 
 energetic, and that they move around quickly and unpredictably. ▪ The 
 fact that the boys "disappear at noon" suggests that their time is limited or 
 constrained in some way, and that they may need to return to their homes 
 or other responsibilities. ▪ The use of the word "disappear" may also imply 
 that the boys are overlooked or ignored by the wider society, and that they 
 are not given the recognition or support that they need. ▪ The phrase "like 
 the morning birds" could also imply that the boys are vulnerable, and that 
 their carefree lifestyle may be disrupted by external factors such as 
 poverty, exploitation, or violence. 

 1 

 iv  The line from the text: "Over the months, I have come to recognize each 
 of them." [This suggests that the writer has been observing and 
 interacting with the boys for a prolonged period of time, and that she has 
 developed a deeper understanding of their lives and circumstances. The 
 phrase "over the months" indicates that the writer's relationship with the 
 boys is ongoing and has developed gradually, rather than being a 
 one-time encounter.] 

 1 

 v  C. "I like your shoes. What matters is that they protect your feet." [The 
 reason for this is that the writer's comment had been met with silence and 
 the shuffling of feet by the boy, which suggests that he may feel 
 embarrassed or uncomfortable about his footwear. Therefore, a comment 
 that emphasizes the functional purpose of shoes and acknowledges their 
 value in protecting one's feet would likely be more reassuring and 
 positive. Option A ("Why are your shoes mismatched? That's not a good 
 look.") could be seen as critical and potentially judgmental, and may not 
 be well-received by the boy. Option B ("Don't worry about your shoes, you 
 can wear a matching pair later.") may not be practical or realistic, 
 depending on the boy's circumstances. Option D ("Have you chosen to 
 mismatch your shoes?") may come across as sarcastic or dismissive, and 
 may not effectively address the boy's feelings or needs.] 

 1 

 vi  straightforward / uncomplicated / direct/ clear The boy's simple answer 
 implies that there may not be any hidden or complex reasons for his lack 

 1 
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 of footwear, and that the explanation for why he wasn't wearing chappals 
 was as straightforward as his mother not bringing them down from the 
 shelf. The use of the word "simply" in this context emphasizes the 
 directness and clarity of the boy's response, and suggests that he may 
 not have felt the need to elaborate or justify his situation further.] 

 vii  To show the hypocrisy and the manipulation of tradition and custom to 
 cover up for the poverty. 

 1 

 9i  Represents -- the tension between local traditions and foreign occupation 
 The church clock -- symbol of local, everyday life and continuity --- in 
 stark opposition to the Prussian trumpets, which symbolise disruption, 
 military power, and the enforcement of foreign rule Highlights the theme of 
 loss and the struggle to preserve one's cultural heritage against 
 overwhelming odds. 

 2 

 ii  Serves as a significant backdrop for the events that unfold in the story. ▪ 
 creates a sense of isolation and desolation, emphasizing the loneliness 
 and despair that the peddler experiences. ▪ the harsh winter conditions 
 and the barren landscape add to the overall tone of melancholy and 
 hopelessness. ▪ the forest also represents the metaphorical wilderness of 
 the human soul, highlighting the struggles and temptations that people 
 face in their journey through life. Therefore, the setting plays a vital role in 
 establishing the mood and atmosphere of the story. 

 2 

 iii  ▪ If the last four lines were omitted, the poem would have a more sombre 
 tone. ▪ Without the image of the tigers continuing to prance, the poem 
 would end on a note of despair, with Aunt Jennifer's hands still ringed with 
 the ordeals she was mastered by. ▪ The message of the poem would refer 
 to the oppression and suffering of women, without any hope for liberation. 
 [By ending the poem on these lines, the author achieves a sense of hope 
 and transcendence. The image of the tigers continuing to prance, proud 
 and unafraid, suggests that there is a way to transcend the oppression 
 and suffering of women, even if it is only through art. The poet suggests 
 that art can provide a kind of liberation, even in the face of social and 
 cultural constraints.] 

 2 

 iv  Subjective answer with reference to the lesson  2 

 v  Speaking creates barriers  2 

 vi  The wooden tiger the king bought.  2 

 10  Subjective answer-with reference to the lessons  5 

 11  Subjective answer with reference to the lesson  5 

 12  Obsession and Power  5 
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 ●  The king’s fixation on hunting tigers symbolizes a desire for control 
 and dominance. 

 ●  Nature is viewed as a trophy rather than a vital ecosystem, 
 reflecting a mindset of exploitation. 

 Exploitation and Consequences 

 ●  The relentless pursuit of tigers leads to their near extinction, 
 illustrating the impact of human greed. 

 ●  The narrative highlights how wildlife exploitation disrupts ecological 
 balance and threatens species. 

 Metaphor for Broader Issues 

 ●  The king’s downfall, brought about by a tiger, serves as poetic 
 justice. 

 THE END 
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